A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
be conceived. He did not even summon the full regular
council, nor wait for general support. He had his brother-in-
law, Edward the Confessor, buried at dawn of Epiphany Day,*
immediately after his death, and himself crowned at High Mass
on the same morning; and got his claim acknowledged by such
magnates as were in London at the time. He could and did
plead that he had given the oath when he was virtually a
prisoner, that kings of England in times past had sometimes
been chosen by the council of magnates, and not by the
designation of the last king. Even so, Edward on his deathbed
had pointed to Harold and told him naturally enough, as he
was the government of the day, that he looked to him for the
management of the kingdom. But William, appealing to what
was the almost unanimous opinion of Christendom, determined
to make good his claim. It was the easier for him to do so
because, as usual, the magnates in England were quarrelling
among themselves.
Harold's brother Tostig had married the daughter of the late
Baldwin, Count of Flanders, and the sister of die present one.
He was thus brother-in-law to William. He had been turned
out of his government in the North of England, and was deter-
mined to recover it. So, while William of Normandy was
preparing the largest fleet that had yet been seen in Europe,
for the purpose of invading England with 50,000 men, Tostig,
having allied himself with the King of Norway, Harold
Hardrada, set out to attack his brother Harold from the East
Coast.
The Battle of Hastings. Tostig and the King of Norway
got to the mouth of the Humber in the middle of September.
On the 2Oth they defeated the local government of Morcar,
and seized York. Harold then did some of the most astonishing
marching that has been done in all the story of soldiering. Of
course, much of his forces were local levies who had not to go
the whole way, but he himself went the whole way, and many
of his own household troops must have gone the whole way
with him.
Four days after Tostig had captured York Harold was
beginning his concentration in that county. Three days after
that, on September 27, he destroyed the army of Tostig and
Harold Hardrada at Stamford Bridge, near York. On the
next day, September 28, 1066, William sailed from the mouth
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